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Over the past two weeks there has been considerable commentary on a decision I made to limit
circulation of a book in 14 of our elementary school libraries that included the book And Tango
Makes Three in their genera) circulation collection. This decision has led to speculation about
motives, criticism and praise based on philosophical standings, and some rather poor reporting of
the facts in some publications and on some web sites.

To put the decision in context, I want to begin by acknowledging that I took much longer than
the School Board policy covering challenges of instructional materials allows to make a decision.
This extended period for decision-making grew out of the same mixed reactions that were found
in the division level committee that made a recommendation to me to keep the book in general
circulation. That recommendation was not unanimous, but a clear majority of the commitee
members did recommend that the bock remain in the general collection of Sugarland Elementary
School.

Some background facis that I considered before reaching a final decision:

¢ The book was found in 14 (originally reported by me to be 16) of our 47 elementary
school libraries. The other 33 schools did not have a copy in their collections.

¢ Over the past two years the book had been checked out a total of 49 times in all
elementary schools that included it in their collections. These 49 times included the
times it was issued to school-level and division-level committees of adults for review.
The school-level committee included three members, and the division-level commitiee
included 12 members.

» Reviews on the book from a variety of sources describe it as a true story about penguins
in Central Park Zoo, but the book is categorized under fiction in the library collection.

* The book is well written and beautifully illustrated.

* The school committee of three recommended unanimously that it remain in the general
circulation collection.

¢ The bock is contained in the Loudoun County Public Library collection and is therefore
available to parents and their children.

¢ The book has already been the subject of considerable controversy across America,
whether it has been removed from library shelves or allowed to remain. It has been
described as the most banned book in America. I knew that whatever decision I made
would be open to considerable challenge.

* I sought and listened to the advice of people of varying views about this book and its
place in a public school library.

In the final analysis I sought to provide a way that this book could remain in our elementary
libraries to be checked out by teachers or parents to read with or to their students or children. 1
do believe that the implied subject matter is relevant to our modern society but also deserves
some adult consideration in answering questions that young children may have about the family
dynamic described. Idid not “ban” the book from any of our libraries, and, in fact, it is still part
of the general collection in two of our high schools and one middle school.

Obviously purists from both sides have now attached far more to this action than I ever intended.
My decision to meve the book to the professional library was not a decision to satisfy anvone’s






